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limited in number. He would like to add representa-
tion of the Self-governing Colonies, and in every case
would fix a proportion of the various elements.

He passed on to meet the formidable argument
which Lord Salisbury had advanced in a speech in the
country, that, after all, political power is a constant
quantity, and any addition made to the powers of
the Lords can only be at the expense of the Commons.
Rosebery tried to show that a distinction could be
drawn between increased power and increased effi-
ciency, while admitting the possible disturbance of
balance if a new Second Chamber were devised, not
subject to the creation of Peers. To meet this objec-
tion there might be joint sittings of the two Houses, or
recourse might be had to a suggestion of Mr. Bright's,
that when a measure had been once or twice rejected
by the House of Lords, the House of Commons
might, in the language of diplomacy, passer outre.
He disliked this last remedy, because he thought it
would be used to excess.1 Peers who were not selected
for the new House should be freely able to stand for
the House of Commons. In conclusion, he pointed
out that it was the Conservative party in the country
who were pressing for this reform at a time of political
calm. Lord Wemyss, who followed, did not think it
safe to trust the constitution- of the House to the
chances of a Committee, and reform should be on the
responsibility of Ministers of the Crown. Lord Dun-
raven, ardent for reform, thought that a Bill should
be introduced, and was prepared to do it. Lord
Kimberley would have preferred a Government Bill,
but would vote with Rosebery, feeling that the last
Reform Act made some reconstruction of the House
of Lords necessary. Lord Salisbury replied at length,
with a compliment to the mover's remarkably able
and eloquent speech : with its fertility of illustration,
it should have been justified by laying on the table

1 This, as we know, has not actually happened with the Parliament
Act; but we shall see later on that Rosebery's objections of five-and-
twenty years back had not been overcome.